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Aobl p this Sermon be Publiſdd without ſome 
account of the Occaſion of it, the Reader, who will 
ſee little Reaſon for it in the Sermon it ſelf , might 


think me very fond of appearing in Print; when I 
took upon it as no ſmall Hardſhip upon me, to be 


ith any ſuch view, and which, in the Judgment of the Au. 
thor; generally the moſt favourable Fudge) is not fit to appear 


this Age abounds ; with which, I fear, J may ſay, it is ſa- 
tated, A Diſcourſe defign'd for The Preſs, has uſually 
Tome ſpecial Care and Pains. beſtow d upon it, at leaſt with 
reſpet? to Stile and Language, to. which we cannot be ſup- 
ur d to bave much regard in our ordinary Courſe of Preach. 
im: Stlile aud Language are no more than Dreſs, and that 
Dreſi may ſerve well enough at Home, and need little or no 
Excuſe to be made for it, which may yet not be very fit to 
appear in Abroad; and, when this may be pretty much the 


waiſt ſome He flectious made upon it by Dr. Whitby, 
which, very much to my Surprize, I ſaw in Print, when I 
ould hardly believe, ſuch a thing could come from a Brother 
in the ſame Society, and who lives in the ſame Place with 
me, and could not want Opportunity to let me know, how 
jar he rhought himſelf concern'd in any Remarks in my 
Sermon, and to have any Explanation, he ſhould deſire from 
me, where he could only gueſs, and yet was chiefly concern d 
lobe ſatisfied, what migbt be intended in Oppaſition to him. 


lv any thing in the Ser mon, be might have receiv'd Satts- 


ing bis Reſentments, as be has done, . ſo haſtily, that it is no 
Wonder to ſee bim run into many groſs Miſlakes, (J am * 
3 ee ing 


ce male 4 Diſcourſe Publick, which was not cempos'd 


among the many excellent Sermons in Print, with which 


Caſe of this Sermon, it is bal d ont, as it is, to juſtify it ſelf 


Ana, if he bad pleas'd to have let me know his Exceptions 


ſation in au eaſier way than tanning to the Preſs, and Print- 


himſelf. 


which they imagin to be meant in Contradickisn to They 


cate their Honour. 


the haſt, that was made to publiſh that Vindication at 


Edition of the Ac Aare, appearing with Dr.Whuby's 
Name to it, and an Appendix in Vindication of it. Ava, 
den I came to expoſtulate with Dr. Whitby on bit 


then indeed he might have had ſome grounds to tax me Wilt 


_ #ll:1, and the Treatment the ſame on both ſides, and I cu 
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ling to think no worſe of the many Miſrepreſentations g 3, 
So of my Diſcourſe) in which he 2 ſpent moſt 7 1 
Fury in his Reflections. 
He 15 he was goncern d in Honour ſo to Vindieys 
7 am ſorry to ſee 4a Pivine uſe that Phyaſ: þ 
entlemen, who, if any thing happens to be ſud 


like thoſe 


preſently look upon themſelves to be Affronted, and let tber 
Friend know their Reſentment by running bim thro an th 
Spot; and ſay, they are bound in Honour to 40 ſo; that is 
to do the moſt Diſhonourable 7hmg in the World 10 Vindi 


But if Dr. Whitby was ſo much concern d to Yindicate 
himſelf, as he ſays, from a falſe and injurious Imputation, 
and that was the ſole Deſign of his Reflections on my Ser. 
mon, it is hard o account for the Management of it, u ie. 


London, and making it ſuch a Secret at Sarum ( the Chic, 
F not the only Place, where it could be thought needful) 
that in many Months, after it was diſpers d in London, Win: 
no ſuch thing was heard of here; and, had not an Occaſun 


bappen d to call me to Town, 1 queſtion, whether I ſhould ur 


ever have heard of it; but, after it was known, that I bad 
ſeen it there, then at laſt the Secret comes out here; a Second 


avhole Procedure in this matter, he anſuer'd me, that [ 
bad attack'd bis Sermon (his Aeunl Aa y cid) in the like! 
manner; now, I pray, what pretence could I have 10 al- 
quaint the Dr. with any Femart, I might intend 10 mate. 
on a Diſcourſe, in which I could not know him 10 be at «gs 
concern'd, which be did not own, and which, as I dec 
to him, and that with the greateſt Sincerity, I did not be 
lieve him to be the Author of ? Should I have ſaid any thing 
of the matter to the Dr. it might have been interpreted « 
charging him with, what he thought not fit to own, and 


the want of due Reſpe# to bim. After all I could ſajy 
the Dr. adher'd to his Noticn, as if the Caſe were Tal 
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et wrbing more from him than; that he was able to de- 


ny [lf ſo much Juſtice, as to ſet the matter in a fair 


1. 


te Lab., in the ſhort Repreſentation here made of the Caſe. 

TT WW the Occaſion of all Was, in ſhort, no more than this; 
% falling fo m hot to Preach in the Church of Sarum on 
„hir Sunday laſt; when 7 was making my Sermon, I 


ard, by accident, of a little Piece, that was creeping about 


mw i be a Sermon, without any mention of the Preacher's 
ame, or of any Place, where it was Preach'd, which Cir- 


4% in it ; and upon looking into it, I ſaw reaſon more 
on, ban enough to confirm me in the Thoughts, I bad of it: I 
er Wav, it ſended to under mine the Belief of all the Myſte- 
ies i» the Chriſtian Religion, on that common weak Pre- 
at WWence, that Nothing is to be Believ'd which (i. e. whoſe 
„ is above our Comprehenſion. T his coming in my 
vl) 47 juft at that time, when the Subject, I was upon, gave 
n, e a fair occaſion to conſtder that Pretence, which hath 
or ten made the Foundation of almoſt all, that bath been 
enten of late againſt our Holy Faith, I reſolv'd to clear 
e Port, as far as could, in my Sermon, and to take 
110 lach general notice of that Piece, as might prevent 11s do- 
„Hurt among thoſe, who are in ſome ſort under my Care 
er !heir Inſtruction: Some there were, who at that time 


an to ſuſpef? Dr. Whitby for the Author of it; but 7 
ncerely profeſs, I did not believe it to be bis; and, that 
MU might not gain auy Authority here, by paſſing for his, I 
boſe the Dr Comment on the Text A corn, that theſe 
wear, Luke 12. 57. could be no Foundation for ſuch a 
Diftrine, as was built upon them ; at this the Dr. took 
fe, which, for all 7 knew, he kept ſmothering in his 


b Breaſt, till it broke out thus violently in his Refle ions. 

e ned upon it, which, 7 hope { ſhall not be blam d for 
er ing, if I give no occaſion for Cenſure, by any unbe- 
and 


ming Sharpneſs, or ſuch a blunt Rudeneſs, as that, where- 
th the Dr. is us'd to treat All, he has to do with, and in 


Kt of the Tule-Page, and afterwards more abundantly 
he Appendix, upon how juſt ccc aſton, I leave the Reader 


ut that time, under the Title of i Req u Aue,, pretend. 


Wanfances gave me a ſuſpicion, that there could be no good 


Wh1ch he hath given me my ſhare, as is to be ſeen at firſt 
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Sermon, and in his N which follow on ſo may 


Ariter, as Dr. Whitby, not to deſire the ſgbt of the 
Sermon, which ſhould very readily have been granted, le 
fore be made his Reflections upon it Publick 2 ; 
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to. Jude; and, when it fball appear, that the Dr. zul 


made the groſseſt Miſtakes in tbe Account, he gives of 


Mijrepreſentations of. the Malter of it, what muſt þ 
think, not on 


ly of ibe Uncharitableneſs of ſuch a procedu Wil 


but of the Imprudence, of it in ſuch an old Experienct 


The Dr. in his Charge 175 me, begins thus : I think Wi: 
it reaſonable in the firſt Place (and I think ſo too) to If 
_ defire thoſe Men, who do ſo'zealouſly inveigh again ide 
the Uſe of Reaſon, in judging af the Articles of outen 
Faith, ſeriouſly to weigh the dangerous and the per. on 
nicious Conſequences of that Zeal ;, which he reckons uy, 
1ſt, 24ly, and zaly. No Man can go further in a Miſaki 
. than tbe Dr. as be hath fhewn before now, when be wrote! 
a whole Book againſt a Notion of Mr. Norris's, which lev 
ander load nothing of, as is manifeſtly ſhewn by that Inge. Wi?" 
nious Author zu a few Lines * And what a Length pf . 
be run here, in his Charge againſt me, as zealouſly inveigbiꝝ A 
againſt the Uſe of Reafon, in judging of the Articles i Wl 4 
car Faith! A Charge, I KA ifown, and do from m/ K. 
Heart, abhor ; and I deſire no better Poucher, for the Tub 
of my Proteflation, than the very Sermon, again which he " 
lays this Charge, ſee pag. 8, andg. If I have not ſuid u to 
mucb, as the Dr. does here, to ſhew the Duty of uſing or l 
Reaſon to ſatisfy us, that, what we admit ſor an Article i 
. Faith, be Reveal'd by God as ſuch ; and, 7 think, I need ni 1 
concern my ſelf with any of his Particulars in the account, e 
be gives, of the dreadful Conſequences of a Tenet, I am 1 Y 
ways concern'd in: Tet, becauſe the Dr. inſiſts ſo largely on b i. 
Necel}ity of Men's uſing their Reaſon, to judge of the u! 
Senſe of Scripture, J do here declare moſi expres that lo 
am allogether with the Dr. in that Point, ana ever Ws, of 
and never kuew any Body that was not ; and that Ine, 
did, nor ever will, ſay any thing to the Contrary. Su ely 
cv alan muſt uſe bis Reaſon, to judge of the true KH 
F Scripture; and, / think, be may withal take the A. 0 
'-* See his Admonition at the End of lis qth Volume of practical p 
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1 2 rhe Men's Reaſon, that may be better than his 
" hun; aud yet, after al, muſt uſe his own Reaſon to judge 


ders, and of their Interpretation of Scripture, 


e 7 chink with 7he Dr. that the Denial of the uſe 
1e, Reaſon,. in Matters of Religion, would give great Ad- 
ange to our Enemies of the Church of Rome, (uo 
„ it, and 70 the Socinians, and al Anti- Trinitarians 
; en and would weaken our Arguments againſt chem: 


Tu, ſo much, as zo level them with theirs, and for what 


K Dr. notes from Arch-Bifhep Tillotſon on this occu/ion. 
to WF we are to renounce our Reaſon,” in Matters of Faith, 


then we are to believe without Reaſon , which a Man 
cannot do; or, if he could, then Faith would be unrea- 


ur a 
e. onable, and Infidelity reaſonable. 7 his / might have ſer 
„te Front of my Sermon, more 8 than the Pr. 
ke WW bath d 2 hoſe other Sayings of his, with which he Com- 
oe WW plements me in his Title-Page. To be ſhort, all the Dr. 
, here is true, evi Word, but not one Word to the pur- 
ve. e; for unleſs ſomething can be found in my Sermon againſt 
ie thes, all his makes nothing 5.7 the Sermon be 11 
12 WY Avſtering > Yet rhe Dr. after this Show of his Talent at 
oF Arpumens, is fo well ſatisfied with his Performance, that 
ches his Arguments with this delightful Approbation of 
ben. In this Prefatory Diſcourle I have, [aps he, re- 
bi urnd a ſufficient: Anſwer to what my Friend was pleas'd 
a; to offer againſt this Sermon, (Ve Aegan) Aurelia) from a 


long Harangue about the weakneſs of the Underſtand- 
Ing of the Apoſtles, before the Holy Ghoſt was fallen 
upon them, and from the Reaſonableneſs of ſubmittin 

| our Reaſon to a Divine Revelation. MF hether that Part 
of my Sermon be, as the Dr. is pleas'd to term it, Harangue, 
the Reader will judge; as alſo, whether it be long: but be 


long, 2s what 7 ſhould not have eupected from Dr. Whitby 
of all Men, for a Reaſon, wwhich need not be mention d in 
This Place. » gs Tn 
« be ſays, in my Sermon; where he goes on, labouri 

under no Jeſs Miſtale than before, to ſhew the Weakneſs by 


| 14 


that as it will, bowever to be tax d with that Fault, of being 


Aud then the Dr. comes to ſeveral particular Afr ive, | 
„ la 


thoſe ſeveral Afſertions, which, the Reader may ſoon ve 
ſuigſſed, are not to be found in my Sermon; and yet, that 
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it is Publiſh'd,..as. it was Preach d, I am ready to my 
Proof, if the. Dr. ſhall think Jit to make Queſtion of it; 
ſo that be might wave ſpar'd all, be Joys of the win 
Logick in thoſe Afſertions, which are his own, ang i 
which I am not 10 anſwer, as I conceive he is, for thoſe 
Reflections, where. he ſeems to take no ſmall Satisfa&in 
in the Laſhes, he thinks, he 7s giving his Friend; where. 
as, on ſight of the Sermon, it will be clear, that he expoſes 
nothing of Mine; but an unparallel'd Raſhneſs of his Ou 
in Printing thoſe Reftectians, without firſt having a Sil 
% 00 I. e 
I the Reader pleaſe to look into the laſt Paragraph of 
the 4th Page of the Dr's Appendix, and compare it with 
the Paragraph it refers to in my Sermon, page J. he may 
| ſee, at what rate he runs on, for near a page together, 

ou a Miſtake ; he fart, his Friend wes pleas'd to adi 

that his Text aid not prove bis Afſertion, and that his 
Jertion was this, that in all Cafes, in which we are 

oblig'd to paſs à judgment, we muſt, and can be, only 
guided by our Reaſon in ſo doing, I rake this, as, J 
unos it 1s meant, to fignify, that in ſuch Caſes ue muſ 
be guided by our Reaſon only: Now let any Perſon, tht 
bath Eyes, ſee, if that he the Aſſertion, which ] ſaid bit 
Text could not prove. ſay, inthe cloſe of that Paraprapl 
of my Sermon quoted above, that there can be no Pretence 
to make thoſe Words of Chriſt, Luk. 12. 57. a Founaation 
for that Profane Aſjertion, that has been built upon them, 
that God can't require us to believe any Truth, which 
may ſurpaſs our Reaſon, or Human Underſtanding per- 
fectly to comprehend : and I pray, are theſe Tuo Aer. 
tions the ſame ; or was the Dr. left to gueſs, what Ajſer tion 
£ meant, when it is ſu expreſs, as Jou ſee, in my Sermon! 
If the Dr. had deny d, that That Afjertion was contain d 
in his Sermon, or hardily ſtood to it, that the Words of 
the Text did prove that Afſertion, I ſhould have given at 
Anſwer accordingly : But when be comes with another 
Aertion, and that very different from mine, which it, 
there expreſily mention d, what Anſwer can I give but. 
that, which he hath formerly had on ſuch Occaſions, that it e. 
3s More Whitbiano, Fon OTE Tons 


/ a Vel. 
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| well, the Dr. goes on with the ſame Znfirmity, and tells 
__—_ pag· 5. that it was ſaid ( me) that the 
ert doth not reach to all Caſes, in which we are oblig'd 
o paſs a Judgment; becauſe Dr. Yitby, twice Nam d, 
his Commentary on this Text, refers our Saviour's 
\ryument only to the Signs of our Lord's Coming, and 
ling the Jews to Faith and Repentance : Aua here he 
5 This way of Arguing ſhews great want of the firſt 
ſudiments of Logick. Be pleas d to look on that Para- 
wh of mine again, and ſee with what Integrity, if it be 
©: Plunder, this is repreſented ! What I ſay there is, that 
hoſe Words of Chriſt, Lak. 12. 57, do not imply, that 
e are able, by the force of our Natural Reaſon, to 
iſcern all Truth, or to ſee the Truth of all, we are to 
believe. And can Dr. Whitby's Logical Head diſcern no 
Difference in theſe Aſertions of his and mines Now 7 
bumbly concezve, the Caſes are very Different : 1ſt, Where 
we can paß a Fridgment of the Truth upon our Diſcerning, 
y berceiving it, (i. e.) upon our diſcerning, or perceiving 
the Agreement of [dea's, anſwering to the Connection of 
be Terms iu a Propoſition, which are Caſes in which, as 
Dr. Whitby ſays, We may be oblig'd to paſs a Judgment; 
Perauſe doc are able to do it. And, 2dly, Where we are 
mt able, of our ſelves; to Fudge of the Truth, becauſe we 
rant ſo diſcern, or perceive it, but are 70 believe it 
ſolely on God's declaring it, which is Revealing it, for. a 
Truth ; and theſe are the Caſes, to which my Diſcourſe, in 
bat Place, Bath relation. And the Dr. had not been much 
put, if be had. charged me (contrary to what he has done) 
wth ſaying, that the Text did not reach to Caſes, in which 
we can pg no Fudgment, (i. e.) Caſes. above our Cnder- 
landing, o, which, beſides thoſe, that are abſolutely /e. 
Such as are above all Human Underſtanding (i, yer 
may be the Objects of our Belief, ou the Authority of God) 
there are many that reſpect Particular Men; who, where 
hey are not Competent Judges, do depend on the Judgment 
of ſuch, as are better Qualified to judge inthe Caſe. © 
but the Dr. follows his Blow with his Doughty Arg u- 
ment, and proves all Alien to be Mortal, from Peter and 
Paul's being Mortal, by veriue of that Rule in Logick, 
a quatenus ad omne valet Argumentum : I he bad from 
vv (b) au 


J 


the Dr's Sermon; I mean, there is nothing concerning the 


iu the way ] propos d to anſwer it ; by ſhewing the want « 
Truth in the 8 into which all bis Diſcourſe may 1 


Rn 


Dr requiring ſo mucb of me, it ſball have an Anſwer at 


ere he charges me again, that I ſeem'd to queſtion the 


Men are Fallible, if might have been ſomewhat 10 the p. 


- the main [nference, he made from his Diſcourſe, that Ny 


| Notice of that Point, and clear d it, pag. 10, and 11. «of my 
Sermon. Hut, be ſays, be there confirm d it by Three . 
gumenis, againſt the Strength of which / was plear d ty 
| ſay nothing ; but might not thoſe Arguments be paſi'd er 
For another Reaſon, for their Weakneſs ? | 


great Influence upon the Underſtanding, to cauſe it to 
renew its Search. That Alertion therefore he goes on 10 


Arguments are ſeldom wanting in Number. 


3 
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any Tao Men's bring Fallible, prov d that Rule, that i 


poſe, becauſe it would have prov'd, what the Dr. is ther 
concern d to obſerve of Hinaſelf. 


He then proceeds to charge me, as if I had ſlid ny 


Man ean Believe, what he doth not, or cannot Under, 
ſtand. Now er any Man ſee, if 1 havenot taken ſufficient 


However I may venture to ſay, there is no Argument in 


Point in diſpute, but may recerve a fair Anſwer from mine, 


reſold, viz. that Nothing is to be Believ'd, that is above 
our Comprehenſion: And yet, for tbe Dr's Satisfaction, 
{ promiſe, when 7 come to thoſe T hree Arguments in the 
Sermon, to try their Strength: For, tho' I had no Inten- 
tion 10 concern my ſelf ſo far with that Piece, yet on the 
Particular, as he pleaſes to baue it. 

The Dr. ſays farther, Append. pap. J. That in the cliſe 
of that Paragraph he argues thus: 1 do not Believe with 
my Will, therefore I doit with my Underſtanding: Aud 


Truth of that Aﬀertion, becauſe I ſaid, the Will hath a 


confirm by a plentiful Store of Arguments; and indted his 


/, Says be, If I Believe with my Will, I may Believe 


what 1 will, even the plaineſt Contradictions, and the 0 
greateſt Falſhoods, feeing I may be willing they ſhould W'b 
be true; I alſo might Believe without Reaſon, as well as Wa 
with it, Hold, Good Dr. bis will not paſs, If 1 believe tb 
with my Will, may I therefore believe what I will? We Wt 

know our Belief is an Aſjent of the Mina, and (ws this Wt 
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ypotheſis } of that . Faculty of the eMind, we call the 
in co what the Underſtanding repreſents as Truth, and 
Faamot believe, or n Will cannot aſſent to any thing, but 
et the Underſtanding does repreſent as Truth; and 
berefore, VI can't make the Underſtanding repreſent, 
hat ui, for Truth, my Will cannot gent to it as 
Truth, a that it, I cannot Believe it; and fo, tho my 
Pelie/ be an A of the Will, it does mot follow, that 1 may 
believe, what I will. We Tarmot believe any thing to be 
mw, othis' Hypotheſis, unleſßb we ſee Reaſon ſo to do. 

But the Dr. goes an arguing, adi, Did I believe with 
my Will, I could not believe unleſs I will. Right; and 
1 humbly concei ve, there could be no Vertue in Faith, and 


Sin in Infabliiy, if they did not depend at afl on the 
e win. 4, but the Dr. thinks, this can't be, becauſe We 
„aut believe, what we perceive to be true: Ve muſt ſo, 
/ 41d obat then? 1 fuppeſe then, be means, that our Belief 


there is not free, and therefore not Voluntary; but can any 
thing more be required to mate an Alt Voluntary, than its 
being an A of the Will; aud ts it any Argument, that 
this ts not an Aer of the Will, becauſe the Will could not 

at otherwiſe ? Well, but perhaps the Strength of the Dr's 
Argument here, may ſye in the WilPs having no freedom 
in that Caſe : There might be ſome Argument in that againſt 
be Freedom, or Power of the Will, if 7 or any Body elſe 


aue, that the Power of the Will lay in a liberty to 

h r, or not, 10 what we perceive to be true. Here 1 

er the Dr. to what I have ſaid in my Sermon, pag. 6. 

e obere I have ſhewn, how it is in the Power of the Will to 

baer the Unaerftanding's Perceiving a Truth, which we 

0 l otheraviſe ſee, i ue would; and ſo Infidelity pro- 

„ad from the Will, and Tomes 10. have the Guilt ef a 
but the Dr. argues 3d, If I believe with my Will, 

' either Ido this without Reaſon or Prudential Motives, 


'oronly when I have ſufficient Reaſon to induce me to 


and not Faith; and he, that thus believes, may as well 
believe the groſſeſt Falſhood, as the cleareſt Truth, 
A [Ince he hath no more Reaſon to believe the latter, 
an the firſt: But, if J only then believe, when [ judge, 


believe. To believe without Reaſon is fond Credulity, © 


The PREFACE, 
© T have ſufficient Reaſon to do ſo, my Faith is the Efka 
not ot my Will, but of my Reaſon. © 
Mel. I anſwer, Jony then Believe, when I ſee Rea 
to u ſo; and becauſe ny Will never inclines to Believe any 
thing, but "what my Reaſon preſents to it for its Agen 
Does "that ent therefore not belong to the Will ? Or, 
T ſhould allow it lo be Remotely the, Effet? of my Reaiot 
May it not be the Tmmediate Effect of my Will? Bu 
will ſet this Argument of Dr. Whitby's in a clearer Light, 
in a following Paragraph, after I have offend three ir 
four Limes of my Sermon to be firſt conſider d, as may he 
 needfal,; before we come lo it: And they are theſe, pag. 
If 1 ſhould ſay, the Judgment we make in any matter 
is an Act of the Will, and not any Operation of the Unt 
derſtanding, which hath but one ſimple Operation, that 
of perception only, I ſhould affirm no more, than what 
think hath been fully ſnewn by a Great Maſter of Reaſon Win 
in his Account'of Reaſon and Faith. T7 his, as I b 
ſaid, is what may need to be conſider d here, becauſe 'tit 
what (7 fp poſe): gave occaſion 10 all the Miſtake and Con e 
fuſton in the Doctors next Paragrapb, vi. 
And to argue thus; the Wall hath an Empire ovet 
the Underſtanding, and can command it to renew 11 be. 
Search, and therefore Faith proceedeth from my Wil 
is as if 1 ſhould ſay, I walk not with my Locomo ty Hu 
Faculty, and fcratch my Head, not with my Finger WF e 
but with my Will, becauſe my Will commands the at 
Powers ſo to act. I pray, who has Argued thus? by 
pleas d to look on the Three or | Four Lines before, and ſt 
of my Arguing be not very different from your Aru Fu 
thus. and upon this the Dr. is pleas'd to deſcant this 
The Miſtake here ariſes from Men's want of Ethick 
© which teacheth, that the Elicite Acts of the Will a 
cg only two, to Will and Nill, and to chuſe and to retul* Wm 
cand that theſe only are proper Actions of the Wil 
<becauſe they only, ſolely, and immediately proceet 
from that Faculty. All its other Actions are only [i 
Impe rate Actions of the Will, becauſe they do imm 
diately proceed from the Principles of other Facultie ne. 
c and are the Effects of them, even when the Will e 
* cites theſe” Faculties to act. Thus, v. g. I ſmite * 


U 
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oy Fiſt; cho my Will moves me ſo to do; and T believe 
vith my Underſtanding) upon Evidence perceiv'd, tho' 


m Will moves me to continue the Search, till I find 
n Evidence. But auitb the Doctor i good leave, 7 Jap, 
e tate here ariſes from bis Anſwering my Sermon, 
he fir ff. bauing 4 67g ht of it, ana from bis Confound- 


js tus Hiſtinẽt Cunſide rations in my Sermon. I bad be. 


eben ſpeabing of ſuch a Power in the Will, over the 
61 8 Tuderf anding ; but, where ſpeak. of. 1he Judgment, ae 
te in any matter, being an Att of the Will, vis. in 
E Töree or: Four Lines above, *115 plain, that Afjertion 


fads upon another Principle, and ane ver y ifferent from 


* | | : 4. a 
en , te Dr. gen, for me It is there ſuppos'd to be the 
Un nnediate 7 of the Mill. Aud upon that Suppeſition, 


think, [ſhould not be much out jn my. Ethicks, if / 
Gould recton it an Elicite Aa of the Will, However, 
ice the Dr. hath ſo far engag d me in this Conſideration, J 
lull take leave to examine the Argument, as he hath there 
made it for ne, by his own Ethicks, where the account he 
des of Elicite and Imperate Af&710ns ic this: © Attio hu- 
| mana eſt vel elicita, quæ fluit immediate ex facultatibus 
pradictis ( Iutellectu nimirum & Voluntate) eſtque intrin- 
bſecus effectus earundem, quales ſunt velle, & nolle, eli- 
gere & averſari: vel imperata atque extrinſeca, quæ 
uit ex principiis aliarum facultatum, quæ & quatenus 
zoluntatis impe rio & rationis regimini ſubeſſe debent, 


eg aque ab ipſis dirigi: quales ſunt ambulatio, gc. * 
"8 Now {anonld a5k the Dr. whether Faith, even as He hath 
be Caſe for me, does not immediately, proceed from thoſe 
n Faculties, boſe immediate Effet he makes an Elicite Af ; 
10 


, whether there be any other Faculty beſides thoſe (the 


ck Will and the Underſtanding ) concern d in that Aſſent of the 
5 und, we call Faith, when that Aſſeut is given in the 
] 1 


manner, be ſuppoſes and agſcribe ? Tg 
But, uow-we are got into the Doctor's Ethicks, let us 
ly, how his Logick and Ethicks agree: . Flere ue find, 
e only 1190. Elicite Aus of the Mill to be, to Will and 
Nil, 40 Chooſe; and o Refuſe. Now, 7 7hink it no hard 
Falter to grove, by Dr. Whitby's Logick, that theſe are 


* Whitby": Ethicks, Che 4. Ar. 4. 3 
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mt As of the Will, but of the Underſtanding, 2 1, 
Proof is thus : Tf 1 chooſe with my Will, either 10. 
this without Reaſon, or/ Prudentia Moti ves; Or on] 
when [ have ſufficient Reaſon to induce me to the Choice 
To chooſe without Reafon may be any thing elle, rather 
than what we underſtand by a Man's chooſing; and he 
that thus chooſes, may is well chooſe. the greateſt Evil 
as Good; ſince he hath no more Reaſon to chooſe the 
latter, than the firſt; but if Tonly then chooſe, when! 
judge I have Reaſon for the Choice, I make; wy Choice ., 
is then the Effect, not of my Will, but of my Under. 
ſtanding, or my Reaſon. Here 7 leave the Dr. to try hi 
Sill, in Reconciling , Logick, and hit Ethicks: Aud 
for all 7 know, in the next Edition of his Ethicks, Eligere 
may loſe its Place, and be thruſt down among the Imperate 
AFions of the Will; it not ſolely, and immediately proceed Wi l 
ing from the Faculty of the Will, but being the Eff: if i 
_ another Faculty, even when the Will excites that Faculty 
Zo ac. The Argument, 7 am ſure will bold ad Hominem, 
and I have no further Intention in it. „5 
"Now may take a Riſe from the Ground I am upon, 1 
rue the Reader another View of the Truth in Queſtion, and 
ew it him in another Light. If then our Chooling 4 
thing as Good, be an Act of the Will, (and ſo it will ever 
be ju d againfl all Dr. Whitby's Logick) upon the very 
fame grounds, our Belief of a thing, as true, may be an Aft 
of the Will: car 'Belieumg a thing, we may conſider 11h, 
be embracing it as a Truth, (we might further conſider 
our embracing Truth, as embracing Good) and when we 
rejecꝭ a thing, as falſe, we refuſe 70 Believe it; and then, 
What difference will there be in the Action of chooling 
bea, and refuſing Evil; and of embracing Truth, aud 
rejecting Error? [s there not a Choice, or Election, #! 
both alike ; and is not the Rejection, or Refuſal, altte? 
And are they not then both alike As of the Will? Aud 
toben we ſee ſuch Offence taken at my Aſſertion above, aus 
ſuch Arguing againſt'it, May it not ariſe from ſome wail 
of Ethicks, and a greater want of Logick? | 


* Ut Adio proprie humana ſit, ex utriſque hiſce principis naſci gebih 
' Intelleflu uimirum & Voluntate. Whit, Eth, i6is, 
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une the Dr. ſo far, to let him ſee, that I could 
93 1 anon againſt him, wit which he thought to gall 


o ber than. for any thing in my Sermon, that depends 
1 2 There is nd odds, with 2 to any thing Mate. 
a Sermon, wherber our Belief belongs to the Will, 
er the Underſtanding: whether to the Will, / inform'd 
ecke by the Underſtanding, or o ze Underſtand- 
i i ſo under the Power and Direction of the Will, This 
1 0 Point of Faith, but a Ruc/tion in Philoſophy; and tbe 
| 


Jr. might take 10hich ſiae be pleaſe, and for me reſt quiet 
s bis own Opinion : But 1 muſt be excus'd, if 7 pay as 
eat Deference to tbe Judgement of that Thinking Author, 


Iiloſophy, han tbe Latter : Fe being, in Philoſophical 
latters, more @ Free T hiker, than the Other ; whom no 
Body can charge with want of Reſpect to the Primitive 
Philoſophers. 8 ky. "he 1 
—_ any Notion, that is not common, though it be 
te, will be ſome hat Choguing at firſt, and for a while ye 
der ſome Diſadvantage, if but from its Strangeneſs ; but 
1. Opinion of our Beliefs being the Effect of our Will, if 
be not common, yet 1 cannot allow it to be wholly New, 
r lo want Authority : I, I miſtake not, it hath no leſs Au- 
bnty, than that of our Bleſſed Saviour, in that Saying of 
s 10 the Unbelieving Jews, Joh. . 40. Le WILL not 


. Whitby ( if 1 may quote the Dr. againſt his own O- 
mon.) Does not eur Saviour there charge the Jews Infi- 
ih altogether on their Will? And does be not ſeem to do 
| like again, with relation to his Diſciples, where he [aps 
them, O Fools, and flow of HEART to Believe? And 
len we pray to God, as we do, in our Liturgy", 7 De. 


V inclinea 70 think. may have ſome reſpect to the Will. 5 
and here I might diſmiſs the Dr's Appendix, in which 
ere 13 nothing more, but a further 7lluſtration of his Aound 


er. after I have done with his Re fleckions on u Sermon; 
[the Dr. offers here a Notable Diſcovery, which I would. 


late Notice of it. 


Wi Norris, as 70 Dr. Whutby's ; and yet I uill own, the. 
Frmer may be more likely to be the Author of an Error, in 


pme to me, (i. e.) Believe iu me, as it is Paraphras'd by 


ler us from all Blindneſs of HEART; hat Petition, * 


"ne, 10 which 7 have promis d lo give a more formal An-. 


bave the World boſe the Benefit of, thro' my f. OE b 
=. oe. 


8 


The PREFACE. 
© Here then comes the Dr's Diſcovery, which ſrem; | 
promiſe nothing Eli, than an End of \the whole Contr 
when be tells us, how he has diſeover'd *the Riſe of Mel 
_ © Miſtakes about this Matter, that they proceed fromthe; 
Ignorance of the true Import of the Word Myſtery, 0 
which he diſcourſes very Learnedly' from Grammariar 
Lextcographers, Oc. But after all, with the Dr's hae 
that Conſideration may be left to the Grammarians an 
Lextcographers ; it being perfect Tndifferent to our D. 
pate, what the Word Myſtery |/ignifies Originally, or b 
it ig ud in any other Queſtion but This, which is abu 
Things, and not Words, viz. Whether there be not Thing 
in Scripture, above our Comprehenſion, which yet ue m 
be requir d to Believe, notwithſtanding their Tucomprehenſ 
bility. Now that things above our Comprehenſion, may þ 
expreſs'd in One Word, we are agreed upon a Term to e 
preſs them by, wwe are agreed to call them by the Name 
M yſteries, and the meaning of the Word is ſo determin' 
and ſettled in the Controverſy in hand, that every one kuny 
what is to be underſtood by it in T his Queſtion ; And u 
we are endeavouring to clear the Point, by Argument 
drawn from the Reaſon and Nature of the Tbing, an 
ſhe wing, that the Formal Reaſon of our Aſ/ent in Fall 
may be Clear and E vident, when the Object is Obſcure a 
In-evident, comes Dr. Whitby u his ſborteſt way 
Settling the Matter, by Unſettling tbe Srgnification of ti 
Term, we uſe for a thing, we kuow-not how beiter to el 
preſs: and could we change this Term for a better, !! 
Thing u Queſtion would remain, juſt as it does, Thoup 
after all his Information, I can i ſee but the Word Myſte 
is very Proper in this Caſe. Indeed, as far as I cant | 
all his Arguing againſt it, proves it to be ſo: For, acconl 
ing to the true Derivation of the Word, (as /e 1 
fo md by his Grammarians and Lexicographers ) andt 
| uſe of it in Eccleſiaſtical Writers, and in the conlta 
Language of the Holy Scriptures, it {igniftes a thing co 
ceal'd from, or not made known to them, to whom it! 
Myſtery : And the Dr. ſays here, that a Myſtery, when 
is made known, ceaſeth to be a Myſtery ; and ye!, wii 
if pretty odd, he urges this to prove, we ſhould not uſe ! 
Word, as we do, for a thing not yet made know. — 
* 760 
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and Argument of all, is that wherein be winds up all, 


U 

nat is not made known to us, is not reveal'd to 
ad ſo can be no Article of Faith. | Such a Diſputant 
i pat Han hard to his Diſtinetions : Here the Riſe of 

OW: Drs Miltake, about this Matter, ſee ms to proceed 
on his not knowing, hat we may be told, that a thing 
fe, without being made to Know the Truth of it; a5 
bow ing fand uliſtinguiſb a from Believing, the. one 
k piſin from inward, the other depending on outward Evi- 
6 


luce. Now, that ig Myſtery { promiſe to make- known 
him, when I come to conſider his Sermon, where he-him- 
[elf Jays; over and over, that God hath Reveal d to us ſeve- 
al things ; that is, he hath in his Mord declar d ſuch things 
phe true, and yet hath not enabled us to underſtand how 
hey are ſo, and that is, how they are True; and then I 
will venture to ſay, He hath not enabled us to Perczive 
wer Truth, aud that in other words ig, He hath not 
ade known to us the Truth of thoſe things, he hath 
0 Reveald to us. What Confuſion d here, om 


dete Dr's nor conceiving, that a thing may be Reveal d, or 
en beer d to he true, and we not able to fee the Truth of the 
all 


ling ſo declar d to be true; or not able, upon any gnwvard 
Evaence, 1o perceive the thing to be, as it is firm d ſo be! 
Now, in ſuch a Caſe, the Doctrine ts made known: tn us, 

put the inward Hvidence of the Truth ef the Doctrine 
ubirh is "the Evidence of Knowledge) is.conceal d from us, 
md ſo far the thing 1s ſtill a Myſtery to us: And ſuch Myſte- 
es there are deliver d to us in the Goſpel, as Articles of 
ath, aud they do not ceaſe to be Myſteries, after they are 
lis Senſe Reveal'd ; So bat when ſuch: a Dofrine is de- 
lard, and declar d (by God) to be True, ſo far it is Re. 
add to us; and when we are not mude to perceive (as 


a | 
f ti 
0 0 
| 
hol 
tc 
1 [e 
colt 


erm ſigniſies to ſee an Evidence iu the thing it ſelf) 
ct be Truth of bat Docrrine, ſo far it is . and re- 
1 mans a Myſtery 10 us. : CENA, E 
0 [ muſt not omit taking Notice of the Pains, the Dr. takes 


re 10 convince us, that a Myſtery may be fo Reveal'd, 
hat Men may plainly ſee, what they were Ignorant of 
fore, while it was a Myſtery : Whzcb plainly Proves, 
het when a thing is not underflood, it may be Intelligible 4 

9 55 py (e) and 


hen 
bi 
ſet 
wut 0 
eu 
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aud tho that is no wonderful Diſcovery, yet if the Dr. 
wonld well conſider that, it might go further toward; ſet. 

ling the Matter in Diſpute between us, than all the Light 
be can give us, into the original Siguification of the wind 
Myſtery. And if there be any thing in this Matter, i; | 
have explain'd it, which the Dr. cannot underſtand, it is w 
| Argument, that it is not [ntelligible to ſome other Men: 
Some Heads take a thing more eaſily than others; and / 
make no doubt, but there are ſeveral Men, of leſs Reading 
ban Dr. Whitby, 10 whom ibis will appear very clear. 

Arid now 7 have done with the Dr's Appendix, if be 
can find any thing in it, to which his Friend bath been pleas'd. 
10 ſay nothing; his Friend deſires him to believe, he dt. 
clined nothing on any apprehenſion of the Strength of the 
Dr's Argument, but that if he hath not taken particular 
Notice of iy thing the Dr. hath ſaid, it was for anither 
Reaſon, mention d before. Tndted, if I had taken the 0. 
pPinion of ſome of my Friends, might have ſpar d my ſel 
the Pains of giving any Anſwer at all to this Piece; They 
were of Opinion, that if I took no Notice of the Dr's Re- 
flections, no Body elſe would; but I could not bope the Dr. 
would ever forgive me ſuch a Neglect of what he had writ, 
very probably, for my ſake, rather than his own; or that 
be would pardon my ſbe wing leſs Regard to him than I have 
aone, in the D I have beftow'd upon it. 

And if when the Dr. ſees this Anſwer, (as I have pro. 
mis'd bim the Liberſy of ſeeing it before it goes to the Preſi) 
he ſhall at the ſame time ſhew me (as he has declared bt 
avill) an Anſwer to my Anſwer, which is ſomewhat Extra: 
ordinary ; it is more than probable, I may for the ſame 
Reaſon be pleas'd to ſay nothing to his Anſwer, which was 
made before he could know what I had toſay. | 
For my part I muſt oun, I have not been ſo forward wilh 
awhat T bad to ſay to the Dr's Appendix. I reſolv'd, firſt l 
ſpeak with the. Dr. as I did, before I ſet about this Auſuer 
I have given it; and when it was writ, 10 lay it by; and 
after ſome time to Review it, when, if I had writ wil 
any Warmth, I might come with a Temper perſectiy Cool, 
10 Diſcover and Correct any Exceſs. This hath been lile. 
wiſe done : And upon the Review 1 have now taken h 
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67 w great Reaſon 10 fear the Cenſure of any Indifferent 
pe, in ny Treatment of the Dr. if he will do me the 
re to read the Doctor's Appendix, with wy Anſwer 
by... - 8 

Andnow, at taking leave of the Dr's Appendix, I think 
u ſelf oblig'd to ſatisfy him, that I have, according to my 

romiſe, writ an Anſwer Zo his Aounn Atmeida 5 which + | 

ne hing by me, ready to come forth when he ſhall pleaſe to 
fir it. I find in my ſelf a Backwaraneſi to ſet it out; 
baring leſt it may be thought ſomewhat Severe on the Dr. 

ud that is what one knows not how to help, when one ts 

Id 10 ſpeak the Truth, and the Truth happens to be ſo 
eye a thing as it is in this Caſe. . 
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'F Joun XVI. 12713. 
bear them nom. N N + fc. 
| Howbeit, when the Spirit of truth is come, He will 
guide you into all truth. RAVE 


IHE Holy Ghoſt, whoſe Deſcent we this Day 
Comme morate, is in this, and the two fore- 
going Chapters, call'd the Spirit f Truth, and 
here we have the Reaſon of his being call'd 
ſo: Becanſe by His Grace enlightening the Minds of 


which, however plainly laid | | 
Prejudices and Errors, we are naturally ſubject to, might 
otherwiſe hide from our Eyes: and becauſe He guides us 


plan as the former, the great Myſteries of our Religion; 
the Autborizy of God, who has Reveal'd them, and not 
on any Aowledge, which we our ſelves have, or perhaps 
can have of them, 4 1 8 

lee was the ſtate of the Apoſtles; how little did /hey un- 


'iour here declares, that He had many things to ſay unto 
them, tis not, that He had never ſpoken to them of thoſe 


not enough to prevail over their Paſſions and Prejudicęs, 
vhich had blinded them to ſuch a degree, that He found 
it eaſter to open the Eyes of the Blind, than to make 
them ſee thoſe Truths, He had laid before them. And 


vhich, it may be, He had zaught be fore, but which they 
vere yet to learn; He declares, that even then ey could 
wt bear them, i. e. they could not give em a fair Hear- 
© ing, 


have yet many things to ſay unto you, but ye cannot | 


Men, they come to ſee thoſe nl Truths of e | 
efore us, yet the many 


into the Belief of other Truths, as cerlain, tho' not as 


of which to have a perfect Knowledge may tranſcend 
our Capacities ; but of whoſe Truth we are ſatisfy d upon 


And before the Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, ſuch we 
derſtand, and how {low of Heart were they to believe, 
all that Chriſt had ſaid unto them! And when our Sa- 


lings before, but what He had ſaid to them before, was 


therefore, tho? He had many things to ſay unto them, All 


8 - 


£81 
ing, and a juſt Conſideration, till the Holy Ch 
greater degrees of Grace, had ſubdued their Paſſin, 
remoy'd their Prejuatces, and convinc'd them of thy; 
Errors : till Ze had open'd a way for the Reception of 
the Truth 1 7 Moods ag before ſo [trongly 
xd. againſt it, guiding them by His 7nſpiration | 
1 Laguledge 25 All Fruth, i. 7 Al they were I 
cern'd to know and believe Themſelves, and to teach the 
World; All that was needful for them, in their 4% 
 flolical Office, to direct the Chriſtian Church, not only 
in Their time, but to the end of the World, by the 
Doctrine they ſhould deliver in their Preaching; and in 
the Scriptures, which were to be the Rule of Faith in al 
Fees.” [ have yet (faith Chriſt) many things to ſay uni 
u, but ye cannot bear them now. FHowbeit, when i 
Spirit of Truth is come, He will guide you into all Truth, 


Nov, upon this Occaſion, I ſhall conſider the Dif. 
ference; that is to be ſeen in the Apoſtles, before and after 
the- Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, with regard to their Be. 
lief of the great Truths of the Chriſtian Religion. 

And then ſhall apply that Conſideration to our Uſe. 


And Firſt to conſider the Difference, that is to be ſeen 
in the Apoſtles, before and after the Deſcent of the Hill 
, with regard to their Bel/zef of the great Truths o 
the Chriſtian Religion. 5 
And this Conſide ration will ſhew us the plaineſt In. 
ſtance, the World ever afforded, of the Power of u. 
veterate Prejudices, even in Men of an Honeſt Mind 
This Inſtance of it, in Chriſt's Diſciples, will ſatisfy us, 
that Errors, which have been long entertain'd for Truth, 
will ſo far get Poſſeſſion, not only of the Heart, or Wil, 
but of the Underflanding too, that no Truth ſhall be pel. 
gelv'd, or nothing ſhall be admitted for Truth, but what 
is agreeable to thoſe falſe Tenets, which hold the place 
of Principles in the Mind of ſuch miſ. led Men. Tis tk 
deed what daily Experience ſhews; but no Inſtance ſheus 

it ſo manifeſtliy, as This moſt Remarkable One in thi 
Apoftles. They had taken up.a very wrong Notion 0 
their Redemption by Chriſt. Inſtead of our true Reden. 
tion by che Death of Chriſt, a Redemption ne * 
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Lower of Ku, they had been long poſſeſt with a wron 
me of a emporal Redemption from the Fare 
wowers, they were then ſubjected to, and expected a 

ab, whoſe Kingdom ſhould be of 7his World. And 
his Error ſo miſ-led their Under/tandine, that all the In- 
-vtion of their Divine Maſter, in the Three Years 
bey were His Diſciples, could not bring them to appre- 

bend aright the true Deen of Chriſt's Coming, and the 
Nature of his Kingdom. They were always at a loſs to 
underſtand the Meaning of ev'ry Thing, ging 
could not Reconcile to that falſe Notion, they were 
fond of, that of their Temporal Redemption by the 
Heſſah; and therefore they could not tell what to think 
of Chriſt's low Eſtate, and ſuch Humility of Mind in 
Him, who, they expected, ſhould raiſe Himſelf a Throne, 
and appear with. Majeſty and Power above All the Kings 
of the Earth. And when He diſcours'd to them of his 
Suffermgs, as Luk. 18. how He ſhould be delivered unto 
the Gentiles, and ſhould be mocked and ſpitefully entreated, 
ud ſoitted on, and how they ſhould ſcourge him, and put 
him to death; we are told ver. 34. that they under/toon 
me of theſe things, neither knew they the things, that were 
poten, and that this Saying was hid from them; And how 
came 1t to be hid from them? Why, by that Principal 
Error I have ſpoken of: Their firſt Miſtake in the Na- 
ure of their Redemption, which, as I have ſaid, mif-led 
their Under/tandimg and Judgment in ev'ry thing, that had 
lation to it. 1 05 e 
And as they lay under ſome other Prejudices, in their 
Opinion of the Law of «Moſes, and the peculiar Privi- 
ledges of their own Nation, the Jews, which they had 
perlwaded themſelves ſhould be Perpetual, there were 
other Truths, which could not ſtand with that Perfwa- 
bon, which were ſome of the things, they could not 
bear: For Inſtance, the Aboliſhment of the Sabbath, and 
he Ceremonial Law, and the utter Deſtruction of their 
lenple, as alſo Juſtification by Faith, without the Works 
the Law, and the Rejection of the Jews, and the Call- 
ing of the Gentiles. In 4 word, the Truths, which they 
could not bear, were not a few: Our Saviour ſays, He 

many things to ſay unto them, but they could not bear 
yer len: They could not bear them, till 4c * oy 
Eye | rat 
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Truth ſhould” come, and guide them into all Truth 
And here we leave the Dark. part of the Apoſtles Chi 
racter, and turn to the Bright fide of it, which may h, 
rect and conduct our Faith thro' that Wilderneſs of Fr. 
rors, in which we may be loſt, if out of vain Curio ve 
dase from our Guides, or out of Prat refule to follow 
ther e | * 8 
And we can't, without ſome degree of that n 
and Amagement, with which the Multitude at Jeruſalem 
firſt beheld the extraordinary Gifts of the Holy Choſt: 
we can't, without great Admiration, reflect on the wonder. 
ful Change, we are here to conſider in the Apoſtles. At the 
Inſtant, they were fill'd with the Holy Ghoſt, they were 
fill'd with all that Anowledge and Faith, that was ſo 
much wanting in them before; and we find them imme. 
diately Preaching thoſe Truths, which before could find 
no Belief with them. They now ſee plainly the Nature 
of their Redemption, and underſtand the Myſtery of a 
Crucify'd Sauiour; and would rather chooſe 7o zake 10 
their Croſs and.follow Flim, than to /it on bis Right and 


Leſt. Hland on that Earthly Throne, they had before ſo 


fondly Dream d of. They now lee all the Principles of 
the Chriſtian Religion, and all the Conſequences of thoſe 
Principles, and are convinc'd of the Reaſonableneſs of 
the hardeſt Precepts of Chriſtianity, and the great Ad. 
vantage of ſubmitting to them; and that which before, 
in their Natural State, they counted Folly, now they are 
Baptized with the Holy Gboſt they eſteem the Higheit 
Wiſdom ; to deny their natural Deſires, to renounce their 
_ worldly Intereſts, and to fit down, contented under all 
manner of Injuries, to Pres the moſt malicious Enemy, 
and to return nothing but Love and Kindneſs to all the 
IIl- will and III. Treatment, they might meet with, which 
might be thought -eaveſs of Spirit in the account of the 
mord; but now they lee the Chriizian Spirit, to return 
Good for Evil, to be a nobler Spirit than the Spirit of the 
World. They don't how look on Perſecution as an Ev! 
to be lamented, but taking it as an Honour to the Diſcip/r 
to be as his Maſter, and the Servant as his Lord, they 
account it matter of Jy and Triumph, that they were 
thought worthy to Suffer for his ſake, and ſhew almolt 
an Impatience to lay down their Lives for the Ty 
EM 1-1 hie 
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nich a little before, as I obſerv'd, could not find Fe. 
of with them. © MEA WO VF 
low are they Changed from what they were, when 
hey deſery d that Reproof from our Saviour, «Mat. 19 
here, with ſome ſhew of Indignation, He ſpeaks to 
dem 28 2 Faithleſs Generation, How long ſhall I be with 
! How long ſhall 7 ſuffer you? And whom, Lak. 24. 
fer his Reſur rection, He charges with ſuch Backward. 
s io Believe; and whom again afterwards, but a little 
fore bis Aſcenſion, He upbraided with their Unbelief, 
nd hardneſs of Heart, as we ſee in the laſt Chapter of 
. Mat, verl. 14. 1 „ 
Now as theſe things are recorded in the Holy Serip- 
res, for the ſame end, I propoſed in conſidering them, 
hat we may apply the Conſideration of them to our uſe. 
an we on this occaſion avoid reflefting on what is re- 
eald to us of our /apſed State? Don't we ſee it all Ex- 


nplify'd in the Apoſtles ? And don't we, in the Expe- 


» Wicnce of our own Infirmities, know and feel the Truth 
4 it all? In the Blindneſs of our Underſtanding, when 
ſo Ne diſcern no better between Good and Evil; in the Cor. 
one of our Will, when we don't chooſe the Good, we 


o dicern; and in the Veatueſßi of our beſt Intentions, 
* we don't purſue and adhere to the Good, we do 
OOle. i a ” OBE: | : * 5 
Phat Strength ſoever our Natural Faculties might 
vein the Perfecxion, in which God firſt created them, and 
Nan en joy dem for the little time before his Fall (and yet 
xe know even then they were too weak to ſtand againſt 
ne Cunning of the Devil) yet as they are now in our 


„e State, as the Underſtanding is impair'd and weak- 
ne Mead, and the Will vitiated and corrupted, ſhall we chooſe 
ch eſe broker Reed's: for our Staff to reſt on? and not ra- 
he er fear, they may fail us, if we lean our whole Weight 


on them, eſpecially in a Step of great danger. Tis to 
e leard, too many preſume ſo far on their Strength, as 
It to ſee the great Need, we have of the Grace of God, 
0 attain to the Knowledge of his Will, which He hath 
trald to us, and neglect the only means, we have to 
Wn it, Patching and Praying, and a Conſtant Practice 
f our Religious Duties. Theſe are the Means of God's 
Puniment, that have his Promiſe annex d to them: If 


1.6 
any Man will do bes Will, he ſhall know of bis Dogs 
_ avhether it be of God; and that's more, than any Man en 
promiſe himſelf from the uſe of any other Means of 4; 
own choofing, cho it be that of Studying the Controyes 
. fies of Religion, and tho he ſhould ſpend his Life in th 
ſtudy of them; in truth when we neglect to follow C04 
Direction, and are tempted to ſeek for Knowledge in 
own way, it's to be fear d, God may leave us to the dug 
geſtions of the Tempter; and if he was able to impoſt 
on the Underſtanding of our Firft Parents before thei 
Fall, how much more eaſily may he delude their Fall: 
Poſterity? | 
But perhaps many Men, who are highly ſenſible of th 
Corruption of our Nature in one part, that of our i 
may yet be inclined to think ſo well of their Vnderſtandi 
mg, as if that had ſuffer'd nothing by the Fall; but! 
would be very eaſy ta ſhew, that the Underſtanding mul 
be under no ſmall Diſadvantage, if only in Conſequenct 
of the Corruption of our il. The Will in Scriptur 
is commonly expreſs d by the Heart; ſo a corrupt Will i 
the ſame as a corrupt Heart, which is known to have nt 
ſmall influence on a Man's Underſtanding. It is eaſyt 
ſhew, how the Will exerciſes the Power of a Governou 
over the CJuderſtanding, which does nothing without 1 
leave, and goes no further in what it does, than the A 
is pleas d to allow. Ev'ry conſidering Man muſt be ſen 
fible of ſuch a Power in his own #11, ſo to controul v1 
Underſtanding : we find, tis at the Choice of the i 
what Subject ſhall employ our Thoughts; and when an 
Matter is offer'd to our Conſideration , we can choose 
whether we will mind it or not, or we conſider it more o 
leſs, as our Will is inclined; and in Matters of Dilpntt 
its 100 likely, the Arguments on One ſide may be bel 
heard before ſo Corrupt a Judge as our Will : Nay, it ul 
often times hear none againſt the fide, its inclin tt 
Tis plain, our Will many times ſuffers us not to conlide 
what we know, when that Knowledge makes again 
what we are bent upon; as when Men are bent to con 
mit a Sin / their Vill ſuffers not their Underſtanding 
Repreſent to them the Reaſons againſt it, which alt 
the Luſt is fatisfy'd, they may and often do conſider. 4 
great is tbe Power of the Will in this Caſe, as to — 1 
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dul Ignorant of what they Habilnally know, when that 
nowledge contradicts a beloved Luſt, which they are 
G1y'd to gratify, 7. e. at the Time of their Acting, ſuch 
wowledge is ſuppreſs d by the Power of the ill, leſt 
Gould be an Objection to, what the Will is bent upon. 
c[ſhould ſay, that NN we make in any Matter, 
in Act of the Will, and not of the Underflanding, 
hich has but One ſimple Operation, that of Percep- 
ix only, I ſhould affirm no more than what, I think, 
ith been fully ſhewn by a great Mafter of Reaſon in his 
count of Reaſon and Faith. And it is on this Foot 
e mult Account chiefly for the Different Opinions of 
en ol Learning in ſo many Points in Diſpute between 
hem; and I believe it would be very hard to give any 
ther tolerable Account of it. There could not be that 
difference, we ſee, in their Opinion, were not their Un. 
landing ſo much under the Influence and Government 
of their Mill, as I have ſhewn. And this I have pur- 
ned ſo far, that we may ſee, how great Reaſon we have 
Addreſs our ſelves to God for his Grace, in an humble 
nſe of our great Need of his Holy Spirit, the Spirit of 
[1th to Guide us into Truth; to Guide us in our Judg- 
went and Faith, as well as in our Liſe or Practice. | 
But does not Chriſt ſay, Luk.12. Aby even of your ſelves 
whe ye not, what is right ? And does not that imply, that 
jeare able by the force of our natural Reaſon, to diſcern 
il Truth, or to ſee the Truth of all we are to Believe? 
oſurely, it does not. If what Chriſt ſays there, be con- 
med with relation to that, which went before, then, as 
Di /hithy Comments upon the Place, it ſignifies no more 
un this, Why don't ye obſerve the Signs of the Meſ- 
W's Coming, which are clearer than the Signs of the 
Weather, which we do obſerve? or if it be underſtood. 
th relation to what follows, then the Meaning is this, 
by are ye not as prudent to Reconcile your felves to 
by Repentance, as One Man is to make up a Diffe- 
ce with Another, who would otherwiſe throw him 
to Priſon? And whoever reads the Words with the 
Mtext will (at leaſt with the help of Dr. //h:7by's Com- 
ent) ſee plainly, that the Meaning of them can be 
Ad no further than as T have explain'd them: Why 
e Norris Acconu of Reaſon and Faith, from p. ply 0 P. 35. p 0 . 
| | aon 
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mn 
don't ye of your ſelves judge what is right, or fit «1 
done 1 0 Caſe? Or, why don't ye, = ye ot 
Meſfiab, diſcern Him, who is fo plainly deſcribd? ien 
then ſurely there can be-no pretence, to make tho 
Words of Chriſt a Foundation for that Profane Aſſeruio 
that has been built upon them, that Cod can't require 
zo believe any Truth which may ſurpaſs Our Reaſon, or Hd 
man Underſtanding perfectly to compre bend. eve: 
Well, but are we then not to uſe our Cnderſtandig, of 
our Reaſon, in Matters of Faith ? Yes certainly, becauſii ben 
we want more Light, we are not to put out that we hays 
It were to be wiſh'd, our Vill would ſuffer us to uſe q 
Reaſon more than we do, in all things: But ſurely in 
have need to uſe our Reaſou in Relrgion, which of on 
things 1s the chief, that ſhould employ our Thoughts 
our Reaſon. Tis my Reaſon tells me, that what God reveal 
mult be Truth, as He is Truth, and I can't be ſatisfy 
of a Doctrines being Reveal'd by him, but it mult be m 
Reaſon, muſt ſatisfy me of it, and then my Reſon tells mg 
that I can no longer doubt of the Truth of it, tho 
can't be ſatisfy'd of its Truth any other way, or upo 
any other Grounds but that; tho' I can ſee no ReaſolMWe 
to Believe it from any /uward Evidence in the thing ii 
ſelf, the Outward Evidence, which I have of its Trut 
in the Teſtimony of God, is Unqueſtionable : And is 1 
deed the Proper Evidence, and ſtrictly Speaking the Ou 
Evidence that can be, in Matters of Faith, conſider 
as Objects of our Belief. And ſo our Faith, if we got 
the Bottom of it, ſtands upon Reaſon as the Foundatio 
it is Built upon, and Faith is a Rational Aſent in us to i 
Truth of the thing offer'd to our Belief; and we may # 
always ready to giue an Anſwer to ev'ry Man, that ail 
eth us a Reaſon of the Faith that is in us: And thi 
Aſſent we may freely own to be /rrational, where v 
have no Reaſon to Aſſent; but That can never be the Ca 
in believing, what God hath, reveal'd, becauſe the 4 
rity of God, who has reveal'd it, is the gh Reaſon, th 
can be to believe the Truth of at, 
But ye may obſerye in all the endeavours, that bay 
been us d of late, to undermine our Holy Faith , The 
begin with an Harangue about the Uſe of Reaſon in fel 
Lion, in which great Pains is taken to prove a ching u 


191 | 
p body ever deny'd; that we are not 10 Believe without 
xn: No, ſurely we are not, and certainly we do not, 
ten we have the Authority of God, which is the higheſt 
Wa for all we Believe. les 
J muſt therefore uſe our Reaſon 1 judge, whether or 
(id hath reveal d, what we may be requir d to believe, 
nd when we are ſatisfy 'd in that Point, that God hath 
wweal'd it, there is then no further need of Reaſon to 
Boge of the Truth of it: So far our Reaſon is to lead us, but 
ere it leaves us to the Guidance of Faith, and ſhould it 
o further, there could be no room left for Faith ; ſhould 
py Reaſon go on further, to make it ſelf judge of the 
hub of the thing, upon its Inward Evidence, taken 
om the Nature of\ the thing it ſelf, there could then be 
thing left for me to Beſzeve : For to Beheve a thing is, 
hen I don't, or perhaps can't &zow its Truth on my 
N Knowledze, to be perſwaded and reſt ſatisfy'd of it 
pon the Credit of Another. In Human Faith, one 
Man Believes a thing upon the Affurance he has of 
s Truth from ſome other Man; And in all Matters 
vithin our own Knowledge, we can't properly be ſaid to 
Believe, but to £now them; and ſo in Divine Faith, we 
klieve a Doctrine to be true on the Authority of God 
bo reveals it; but in Doctrines whoſe Truth we ſee our 
ſelves, we can't properly be ſaid to Believe any thing, 
but to know 1t all: For what a Man knows, how can he 
et Believe ? Like as the Apoſtle ſays of Hope, we are 
ad by Hope, but * that is ſeen is not Hope, for what 
Alan ſeeth, why doth he yet hope for? 1 
And now, How eaſy is it to get over the greatStumbling- 
Nock, the believing an Article of Faith, when we are 
Tot able to comprehend % Truth of what we Believe! 
What has our Comprehenſion to do in the Matter, where 
ur Belief is to reſt wholly on the Authority of God? Is 
What God reveals not Credible, becauſe we don't com- 
gehend it? Or is it leſs certain for that, when God 
kveals it for Truth? When He declares it ſuch, Would 
e have better Grounds to Believe? I can't ſee what can 
* requir'd to induce us to Believe a thing, but our being 
liciently alſur'd of the Truth of it? And that we may 
» by God's Mord, when we can't comprehend it; and 
rely No Body can deny, that there may be many 2 
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above our Comprehenſion ; unleſs they will ſay, the b. 
derſtanding of Man, or his Comprehenſion, is the Meaſy 
of Truth; twould be very bold, to take upon us to ft 
that whatever is above our Underſtanding, mult be * 
the Underſtanding of an Amel; but twould be pr 
fane and Blaſphemous to ſay, that what is above the (; 
pacities of Men and Angels, Cod cannot comprehend. 
Ay,; but here tis ſaid, % God may know, what we 411, 
or cannot underſtand, yet He cannot reveal to us, what ut cu 
not underſtaud. We muſt Underſtand what we are to Be 
lieve, that is certain; we muſt know the Meaning of: 
Article of Faith before we can believe it; and there's nd 
Article of Faith but we do /o underſtand: And they whi 
argue _ our Senſe of any Article, prove that it is In 
telligible to human Underſtanding z what they contend 
is, that We ought to Underſtand it as 7 hey do; and Met 
muſt firſt Underſtand the wearing of any thing in diſpute 
before they can argue for, or againſt it. And they whotakd 
upon them to ſay of any Doctrine we believe, that it can 
be True, they prove they Underſtand the meaning 0 
it, and further pretend to be Judges of the Truth of it 
from an /uward Evidence in the Thing it ſelf; and that 
is to Underſtand more than we need do, to believe wha 
God reveals. God may require me to aſſent to an Article 
of Faith, or of reveal'd Religion, upoa my Underſtand: 
ing it ſo far as to comprehend the Afcaning of the 
Doctrine, tho' I cannot comprehend the Truth of it. 
Why! Is not this done in Human Faith, when One 
Man believes another in a Matter he himſelf does not 
or cannot underſtand ? For inſtance, When a Mz 0 
Learning or Knowledge in Mathematicks, knows how te 
Meaſure the D/tance of the Sun, and then knows how tc 
Meaſure its Fz2neſs by its Diſtance, he being very ſure 
upon his own Knowledee, that the Sun is much Bigger thatt 
the Earth, poſitively affirms this to another Man, wh 
has no Skill in that Way; to whom the Ear7h appears 
vaſtly Bigger than the Sun, and to whom it is hard 
to believe, the Sus ſhould be Bigger than the Z#ar// ; ane 
| who if he did not ſubmit his Judgment to the others 
Knowledge, would not ſtick to ſay it was Incredible, but 
upon his Opinion of the Mathematician's SU, by which 


he may be ſuppos'd tO know, what Another without 5 


? ming cannot Underſtand ; and of his Peracity; that 
ould not atirm for 2 1 ruth what he dic 
real ſuch, he believes the Thing ſo hard to be be. 
ed. And there are great Numbers of very Wiſe Men, 
ho do believe it on the ſame Grounds, when they theni- 
yes are no Judges of the Truth of it. 1 
And ſhall we receive this Honour from one another, 
id refuſe to yield as much to the Authority of God? In 
he Caſe of Human Faith, ſhall a Man be thought to ſub- 
pit his Judgment but as becomes him, when he believes 
Truth above his Underſtanding, relying only on the 
Knowledge and Veracity of another Man, his fellow 


vhen he believes a Doctrine above his Comprehenſion, 
e 1wpiouſly Charged as an abſurd Renouncer of his Reaſon? 
Surely there can be no Grounds for ſuch an Imputation 
n the Faith of a Chri ian; but it may be very juſtly 
retorted on him, who refuſes to believe a Myſtery re- 
veal'd by God, whom no! to Believe, is im Truth to Re- 
munce our Reafon. r 


not Reaſon it ſelf perſwade us to believe things above 


eur Reaſon, can it therefore be ſaid to be contrary Zo it? 
No, becauſe it is above our Reaſon, Zherefore we cannot 
ſay it is contrary to it, for /we mult firſt Underſtand a 
thing, before we can Judge of the Reaſonableneſs or Un- 
realonablenefs of it; and of what ſurpaſſes our Under- 
ſanding, it 1s Impoſlible we ſhould be able to Fudge at all, 
but upon the Teſtimony of God, and where we have that, 
ve can't but judge it to be True; the Euidence is Clear, 
Ibo the Object be Obſcure. WT 25 8 

Kevelation can never Contradict Reaſon, tho' it may 


hom God, as the Light of Revelation : And therefore, 
tho the latter of theſe Lights may Exceed and Out- ſhine 
the former, it can never be contrary to it, ſays Mr. Morris 
in his Account of Reaſon and Faith; which let any Man 
Read, who has a Head clear enough to Read him, and he 
ein never be at a loſs for an Anſwer to all Objections, 


reature? And ſhall he in the like Caſe, in Divine Faith, 


What if a Myſtery be above our Underſtanding, does 


our Reaſon ? It muſt needs do fo, when God reveals them, 
and where he requires our Faith. If a Myſtery be above 


Tranſcend or Surpaſs it; the Light of Reaſon is as truly 


Wat can be made to our Chriſtian Faith, by ſuch as out of 
| Weak- 
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Weakneſs of Judgment are Unſteady in their Principle 
or by Others ef deeper Deſign, who may be ſuſpeꝗed 
believe nothing of Chriſtianity as the Socinian Party, uh 
deny the Oruinity of Chriſt, which 75 the very Foundyt) 
of the Chriſtian Religion. | 
But, alas! the Chri/tian Religion hath Suffer'd, like it 
Martyrs, in all the various Methods that can he in 
vented to take away its Life, as by all the various H 
re/tes, which in the Primitive Times tore the Church 
pieces, as the various Sectaries would at preſent de{tr 
it: But there are Two ſorts of Men at preſent, who he 
_ tween them would leave us nothing at all of Chriſtianity 
One of them would ſtrip it of its Myſteries, and leave! 
only a bare Syſtem of Moral Precepts, as the Socinians 
and the Other would take away its Moral Part, and mak 
it nothing but Faitb, or a Belief of its My/teries only, Me 
the Antinomians or Solifidians : How commonly do voi 
hear Men talk of nothing but Faith in a Chriſtian, i 
ſuch a manner as if Morality went for nothing with them 
as if Chriſt came to defiroy the Law ? But between Both 
we ſhould have nothing left, either of the Chriſtian Lay 
in ohe ne nnet t 
The Firſt, who are ready to deny all Myſteries, 1 
they attend to the Conſequence of their Arguments, woult 
deſtroy All Religion, Natural as well as Reveal d. For! 
their main Principle were true, which is the Found 
tion of all they advance, viz. That nothing is to be he 
lieved, which we can't comprehend, it muſt put an end 
not only to our Belief in Feſus Chri/t, but to our Belie 
in God; we muſt not Believe a God, becauſe God 1s /1 
comprehenſible, and all his Attributes, which are /nfit 
Perfections, are /ncomprehen/ible, it being impollible ou 
finite Capacities ſhould comprehend any thing that 18 
nite. Theſe Maxims therefore, which have of lat 
been ſo induſtrionſly Handed about, for Arguments 4 
gainſt Myfteries, if they prove any thing, prove a glei 
deal too much, and a great deal more (we may Chal 
tably believe) than the Authors deſign'd they ſhould. 
But, alas! the many Queſtions and Diſputes that ha! 
been rais'd of late, and fo Artfully manag'd to cor!'} 
our Faith, whatever Hurt they may do in that way,! 
unſettling ſome Men's Principles; they are like to 1 
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ore general Miſchief, in occaſioning on all Sides a more 
neral Neglect of the Practice of Religion: For theſe 
jſputes will turn Men's Thoughts moſf to the Specn/a- 
Part of Religion, and our Practical Duty, in which 
e profeſs to agree, will be the Jeſs conſider' d, will be 
ropt, overlook d, and forgotten; and, how full ſoever 
ens Heads may be of Religion, there will be little of 


he Controverſies in Religion, to the great Neglect o 
he moſt plain, daily Duty, he owes to God. And is not 
his likely to be the Stratagem here of our cunning Ene- 
py the Devil? May not he make this Attempt againſt 


rength to the Defence of That, and by that means 


ends to ſurpriſe us? Whilſt we ſhew our ſelves chicfly 
oncern'd, and moſtly taken up in the Defence of our 


cls obſerv'd, from which if the Devil can draw us off, 
ya Contention about ſome Doctrinal Points, he ſucceeds 
n his Deſign, if it was intended againſt our ChriFtian 


oo much reaſon to believe. 0 n. 
[am ſorry for this Occaſion to ſpend ſo much of my 
reſent Diſcourſe in Defence of our Faith, which I 


utles of a Chriſtian Life : But we mult not ſleep, when 
= notice, that the Enemy is ſowing 7 ares in our 
/ 55 5 

The Attempt, he now makes to ſeduce Men, is plain- 
the ſame with that, wherein he ſo well ſucceeded, 
hen he beguil'd our Firſt Parents; he perſwades Men 
dil believe God, on pretence of opening their Eyes, 
bat They may as God diſcern all Truth; and that God 
a reveal nothing, but, what they ſhall be able to 


vine Revelation, and of our Faith: But tis very plain, 
lat Human Reaſon cannot be the Meaſure of Truth; 
ov then can it be of Faith? 

The Revelation, that is {truck at in theſe Pretences, 
that, which God hath been pleas'd tro make concerning 


in their Zearrs, it being poſſible ( nay, it is too pro- 
able) that a Man may ſpend his whole Life 4 


ne Part of our Religion, on deſign to draw off all our, 


ewe our ſelves unguarded in another Part, where he 


elles, the Duties of a Chriſtian Life are like to be 
ity ; and that, I fear, we ſhall ſee, by the Succeſs, but 


bould have choſen rather to employ in preaching the 


omprehend; making this heir Reaſon the Meaſure of . 


lim - 
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Himſelf: And can we behold the Glory of God in ; 
full Splendor, and our Eye not be dazled with the Light 
of the Divine Glory? God may make his Goodneſs of 

before us, or give us an imperfect tranſient View | i 
but 0 fan can ſee his Face, and Live, eMoſes himſelf 
was not able to enter into the Tabernacle, when it wa 
fll'd with the Glory of the Lord, its full Luſtre beine 
too great for any Mortal Eye to bear. Can Man pretend 
to fee all, that may be in God? Or, can God require ut 
to believe no more than we can ſee of his Incomprehen 
ible Nature, which the Angels may defire to look inte 
as a boundleſs Object of their Contemplations, which 
may for ever employ all their Capacity to look into, and t 
adore; but which heir Capacites will never be able 
wholly to Comprehend, 

We cannot tell, to what degree the Holy Ghoſt, with 
which the Apoſiles were fill'd, might enlighten 7hei 
Minds; whether They might fee further into the Holy 
Myſteries of our Religion, than we can; or whether 
our Capacities may not be enlarg'd hereafter to Compre 
dend more of God, than is poſlible in our Preſent State; 
but in our preſent State we may have the Guidance of 
the ſame Spirit in ſuch meaſure, as God ſees needful fog 
us: It was promis'd not to the Apoſtles only; for the 
| Promiſe is 10 Us, and 10 All, ubom the Lord ſhall cal 

And, tho' on this Day, we do eſpecially Commemorate 
that Extraordinary EflaGon of the Holy Ghoſt, in ſo Mi 
raculous a Manner, and with ſuch Miraculous Effects 
of which the Change it made in the Temper, the Anow 
ledee, and the Belief of the Apoſtles, is not to be eſteem 
the Leaſt; the Ordinary Effects of the ſame Spirit, a 
God beſtows it in All Ages, may be ſaid to be a Sanding 
Miracle in Chriſt's Church: It works the like Miracle 
on the Mind of Man, as our Saviour did on the Hoy 
It makes the Deaf to hear, and the Blind to fee; it in 
clines them to hear and obey the Commands of God, an 
diſpoſes them on all Occaſions to fee the Obedience, the) 
owe to him; and, that, where He requires our # al 
as well as any Practical Duty of the Goſpel. 

The Firſt Part, of the Character of the Apoſtles, and 
I may add, ey'ry Man's own Experience, may Con vine 
us © 


our great xeed of God's Grace ; and the latter pa 


\ 


| [ T5 ] | | 
«heir Character, and every good Man's Experince, ma 
= fenſible of the Power of it: Which as it is wa 
54 to All, who are call'd, fo is it given to All at their 
uptiſm, and we may improve the Meaſure, in which it 
zpiven, by a good Uſe of it; For this God hath declar'd 
\ be his Method in diſpenſing it. V hoſocvor hath 
e. hath made uſe of any degree of Grace) 70 him ſhall 
gen (i. e. more ſhall be given) and he ſhall have more 
Mnaance. | Wee, 
We ſee then, what Reaſon ev'ry Man hath to watch 
wer his Heart, to keep a jealous Eye on his own Will, 
Which he finds naturally fo Corrupt, and whoſe Corrup- 
ion is the Cauſe of all our /gnorance, our Blindneſs, and 
ur Unbelief. No Man ſure has reaſon to think better 
ff himſelf, than of the Apoſtles, without the Guidance 
We the Spirit of Truth: He mult conclude, he himſelf 
eeds it, as he ſees, the Apoſtles did: And then only we 
have reaſon to be ſatisfied in our Knowledge and our 
Fath, when we are ſatisfied, the Spirit of Truth dwell- 
thinus; and the only Aſſurance we can have of that, 
uſt be from the Effects of his SandZifying Grace, which 
jt find in our Affections, and in our Lives, when we 
el the Deſires of our Hearts to pleaſe him; when we 
Ind our Will ſubject to the Will of God, and we lead 
ur Lives by 47s Will, and not by our own. We have 
[0 ſure way to diſtinguiſh the Knowledge, that comes 
ſtom the Spirit of Truth, but by the other Gifts of the 
lame Spirit, which are given with it: Thoſe Chriſtian 
nces, which may ſhine before us in our Lives, which 
together with our Belief, or Faith in Chriſt, make up a 
pood Chriſtian. And having a molt certain Direction 


improving the Meaſure of the Grace, that is given 
le by our good uſe of it, and an expreſs Promiſe of en- 
at, we have little reaſon to reſt ſatisfy'd, till we feel 


Itat Enereaſe of Grace, that muſt ſtill encreaſe that Com- 
au ertable Senſe of it. which mult advance, as we find our 
ſlyes advance in Chriſtian Piety. 
but then, Laſtly, Let us not neglect that great Means 
| obtaining God's Grace, our frequent Prayers for it: 
tought Daily and Earneſtly to Addreſs our Selves to 
bod for that Wiſdom from above, which he giveth li- 
ah to them, that ask it; which guides both the In- 
deyſtand. 
$ 
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fag and the Heart, the One into the Xnowl:gy 
dhe Other into the Love of Truth; that he may dite 
1 *. our whole Mind with all its Faculties and Affections, y 
| 1\ _ © Believe, to Love, and to Live up 10 thoſe great Truth, 


Wr 
* 


1 He hath been pleas d to reveal to us, and make us tryly 
= Thankfu), that he hath call'd us to this Knowledge ard 
Peaoãich in Crit Jeſus. ane fo 64 5 
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